
Borough of Seaside Park  
Mayor & Council Work Session  

Minutes of Thursday, October 10, 2019 
7:00 P.M. 

Mayor: 
Council President: 
Council Member: 

Robert Matthies 
Faith Liguori 
Dr. Frank “Fritz” McHugh
Gail Coleman               Council Member:

Council Member: 
Council Member: 
Council Member: 
Borough Attorney: 
Borough Administrator: 
Chief of Police:
Deputy Municipal Clerk:

Ray Amabile 
Matthew DeMichele 
William Kraft 
Steven Zabarsky, Esq. 
Sandra Rice  (ABSENT) 
James Boag 
Sandra Martin 

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE BY DEPUTY CLERK MARTIN: Pursuant to the provisions of 
the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act, adequate notice of this meeting was properly provided by 
sending a copy of the Notice of Meeting to the Asbury Park Press and the Star-Ledger.  Notice of this 
meeting of the Governing Body has been posted in the corridor of the Municipal Building and the Office 
of the Municipal Clerk. 

MOMENT OF SILENCE & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Matthies asked all to stand for a 
moment of silence and led the Pledge of Allegiance, noting the passing of  Ludlow Thorston. 

PRESENTATION by Bob Hopkins 
Mr. Hopkins came before the Governing Body for permission to carry out a dune replanting project.  The 
plants will be native to the area with a high survival expectation.  He explained problems not having 
vegetation on north and south areas of dunes.  Mr. Hopkins explained that American beach grass dies out 
approximately six years on the west side of the dunes, and the cause.  He reported that there are no plants 
between 10th and 11th Avenues and the severity of the issue which leaves the dunes susceptible to 
erosion in years to come.  Council President Liguori informed the Public Works Supervisor has no 
objection and will help with the project.  

Discussion took place about planting native plants with good survival rates.  Mr. Hopkins will seek 
donations.  The Beautification Committee has volunteered to be a depository for the donations.  He 
explained the project will continue over time and has been approved by NJDEP.  He handed out 
informative Dune manuels.  

Council Member Amabile suggests the Seaside Park Environmental Committee volunteer to help with the 
project.  Mayor Matthies announced a resolution will be memorialized at the next meeting to formalize 
the project.  

WORKSHOP 
Council Discussion: 
Discussion Of Funding Options For Phase III & Well 10: 
Council Member Kraft explained that a bond ordinance is in place for the Phase 3 funding. It is not to 
exceed $6,500.000.00. The Well 10 filtrations was an additional bond ordinance not to exceed 
$1,400,000.00.  We submitted bond financing applications to USDA & NJ Infrastructure Bank.  He 
explained our financial advisors and CFO looked at borrowing options- borrowing is 7.705 million.  The 
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first option, a bond anticipation note will include refinancing around the year 2023.  It is a long term 
bond, 20 years.  He stated there's a good possibility for principal forgiveness.  The advantages for this 
option is with bans they do not require principal payment for 3 years, start the project quicker, and less of 
an impact on the water and sewer surplus. It is $200,000 less of an impact as opposed to $400,000.00 in 
the surplus.  The debt service will increase by 150 - 38 million in 2020, in 2022 increase an additional 
$230,000.00- $1.6 million. In 2028 sitting at $913,000.00 in debit service which is less than what we are 
at right now.  Option 2 is to wait for bond financing to become available.  An advantage of option 2 over 
the course of 35 years we will save 2,500,000.00 in interest.  He explained option 1  you can refinance 
down the way.  Option 2 debit service is $200,000.00 - $400,000 more, but only through the year 2023. 

Financing For The Boardwalk And Reconstruction Of Parking Lots 1,2,3: 
Council Member Kraft explained they kick around they Boardwalk reconstruction.  The cost estimate for 
a bond ordinance is $5,000,000.00. The estimated cost is $3,500,000.00, plus $381,000.00 for engineering 
services. The parking lots included the finance will have to increase by $1 $1.5 MILLION.  He explained 
that RVE is working on this estimate to include upgrading the lighting and power stations for cars.  Mayor 
Matthies explained there may be grants for power stations as in Cape May County.  Council Member 
Kraft stated that Council needs to agree to move forward and the parking lot is an eyesore.  Dr. McHugh 
commented a parking lot study was done before Superstorm Sandy.  Council President Liguori asked if 
Mr. Kraft seeks a verbal commitment.  Mr. Kraft explained the debt service for future years.  He 
explained that the estimate provided by RVE is for 4th through K Street.  He is unaware if the estimate is 
for wood or Trex decking.  Mr. Kraft explained both options for funding the project estimate.  

Council Member DeMichele inquired if the boardwalk can be done in sections.  Dr. McHugh explained 
the original plan was to do a couple of blocks every year and the last reconstruction included a railing. 
Discussion took place about the cost, funding options, and the sections of the boardwalk.  Council agreed 
they are not in favor of concrete.  Dr. McHugh feels they should receive a more accurate estimate with a 
spreadsheet before making a decision.  Council Member Kraft indicated the total interest is $500,000.00 
on the bans.  He feels it is not a major impact to proceed with the boardwalk out of the common fund and 
the right financing has to be chosen.  Council Member Kraft projects the financial portion will be figured 
out by 2020.  

Council Member Amabile questioned if Mr. Kraft was provided an interest rate.  Council Member Kraft 
responded that the bond rate is 3.25%.  Dr. McHugh commented the USDA loan has principal forgiveness 
of up to 30%.  Council Member Kraft stated bans have an initial borrowing rate of up to 2% and to 
discuss the parking lots in Council Committee meetings.  Mayor Matthies commented the parking lots 
should be included in the project proposal for discussion.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Mayor Matthies reminded that Congressman Kim was in town on September 28th.  The topics were 
flooding and funding.  Ms. Koury reminded it was announced at the meeting the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP) expires this year on November 21st.  Mayor Matthies announced the Beach Sweep on 
October 26th.  He hopes for strong participation like in the past.  Mayor Matthies stated Oyster Creek 
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formed an oversee decommissioning committee. He announced there is an article in the Asbury Park 
Press concerning OPRA requests.  He explained a website has been created giving the public access to 
records at their fingertips.  He commented tt is a great tool for public use but creates a drain on our 
personnel to meet the statutory deadlines.  There have been over two-hundred OPRA requests for Seaside 
Park this year.  

Dr. McHugh explained part of the reason some OPRA requests are difficult to fulfill is that the Deputy 
Clerk does not have full access to all of the records.  He feels it should be open for the Borough to 
function and the Deputy Clerk should have access to all of the systems and keys to fill the requests.  He 
informed the Deputy Clerk could not fill some OPRA requests this week because she did not have keys 
which are held by the Administrator, who is currently out of the Country.  He feels this also hampers the 
ability to be efficient as a Council.  He noted the Municipal Clerk is the custodian of the records.  Council 
Member DeMichele confirmed the Deputy Clerk Martin does not have access to all of the government 
records.  Council Member DeMichele agrees the Deputy Clerk should have access.  Dr. McHugh stated 
Deputy Clerk Martin should have access to including passwords, passcodes, and keys.  Dr. McHugh 
asked if a motion can be made to resolve the issue.  Attorney Zabasky stated, “This issue was raised.  I 
sent out a legal memo on this.  I think this is a discussion not for this table.  It is not on the agenda.  Quite 
frankly, I don’t think it is for a public discussion.”  Dr. McHugh explained it is a discussion of the 
procedure.  Attorney Zabarsky reiterated he feels it is not a discussion on the procedure, he sent out a 
memorandum on policy, it should be discussed in Council committee meetings, and the Borough 
Administrator is not present.  

Mayor Matthies commented they received an email inquiring on the boat.  Council Member Coleman 
explained she responded with information from a meeting with her and the Chief of Police.  She informed 
that there have been $9,000.00 in fines issued and is continuing.  Chief Boag stated court is next Thursday 
and they are waiting to hear from the appeals court.  The process of acquiring a title has started.  Attorney 
Zabarsky explained the appeal court process.  Council Member Coleman stated the Police Department has 
tried to alleviate it.  

Mayor Matthies inquired where we are in the process of selling the N Street lot. 

Attorney Zabarsky explained a memorandum was sent.  Council Member DeMichele questioned the steps 
of the auction process.  Council Member Coleman commented that it was not discussed in Committee 
meetings.  Attorney Zabarsky explained the two options to set a reserve and accept or reject any bids, or 
set no minimum amount.  He explained the discuss needed is whether they want a minimum bid or a 
reserve.  The Council had a brief discussion about whether to have a minimum bid of $1,000,000.00 or to 
set a reserve.  Attorney Zabarsky advised to look at the appraisal.  

The Council consent to start the bidding at $1,000,000.00, no reserve.  Attorney Zabarsky will prepare a 
resolution with a minimum bid of $1,000,000.00.  He confirmed a sign can be posted with the auction 
dates, without the pricing, and to contact Borough Hall for more information.  
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Council Member Kraft advised they were approached by Verizon about the installation of 5g Nodes.   He 
met with three Verizon representatives, a contractor, and the Administrator to do a ride around.   He will 
provide more information at the next meeting.  Mr. Kraft explained the noded are smaller.   He stated 
Verizon is willing to work with us.  Also noting there is a six- month time frame which starts, according 
to the FCC, once communication begins.  Attorney Zabarsky spoke about Bay Head’s ordinance 
regulating nodes feeling the Borough has a right to adopt an ordinance.  Council briefly discussed 
placement, and the issues to consider.  

Mayor Matthies announced Ms. Edith Klink has resigned from the Environmental Committee thanking 
her for the five years of service.  

Mayor Matthies opened the floor to the public. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (Workshop Items):  
Mike Tierney, 120 N Street: Stated he feels the lot should be sold without a minimum set.  He asked if the 
Well 10 and Phase 3 will increase water bills. Council Member Kraft answered, no. Mr. Tierney reported 
a bond anticipation note does not have a lock on the 27 years, after the first three.  He stated in the past 
$300,000.00 was put in the budget annually for the boardwalk.  He commented there was never 
discipline to follow through every year.  He is not in favor of borrowing $5,000,000.00 all at once.  He 
would like to hear a proposal for one street a year, for ten years. He commented that Trex decking has 
issues.  

Pat DeGutis, 75 Stockton Avenue: Inquired if late record requests can be subject to a fine and how much 
are the fines.  Attorney Zabarsky explained extensions are entitled to be requested for certain reasons, and 
he does not know the fines off the top of his head.  Further, he stated the statute is clear being seven 
business days to respond and there are a number of reasons to request an extension.  He commented that 
based on the overload most municipalities have now, they request extensions because information needs 
to be reviewed by attorneys, and redactions are required. 

Mitch Koppelman, 204 Tenth Avenue: Stated he feels we need the commitment of the town to do an 
intelligent boardwalk replacement plan.  He cautioned committing to financing that stretches beyond the 
lifetime of the project.  

Seeing no hands from the public, Mayor Matthies closed this portion of the meeting announcing a 
five-minute recess.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES OF September 26, 2019 Executive (Closed) Session; August 8, 
2019, Work Session.
MOTION: Approval of meeting minutes for September 26, 2019, Executive (Closed) Session and  August 
8, 2019, Work Session. 
MADE BY:       Council Member DeMichele 
SECOND:  Council Member McHugh 
Ms. Coleman     Yes,   Dr. McHugh      Yes,   Ms. Liguori  Yes,   Mr. Amabile   Yes, 
Mr. DeMichele  Yes,   Mr. Kraft  Yes.  CARRIES:  Yes 
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Council Comments: None 

ORDINANCES 
a. Final Reading & Public Hearing:
ORDINANCE 1915: AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF SEASIDE PARK, OCEAN COUNTY,           
NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 435 (VEHICLE AND TRAFFIC) OF THE BOROUGH CODE;           
ARTICLE XIII ENTITLED "RESTRICTED PARKING FOR HANDICAPPED PERSONS"

MOTION:  Adoption of Ordinance 1915 
MADE BY:  Council Member Coleman 
SECOND:  Council Member Amabile 
Ms. Coleman  Yes, Dr. McHugh    Yes, Ms. Liguori  Yes, Mr. Amabile   Yes, 
Mr. DeMichele  Yes, Mr. Kraft  Yes. CARRIES:   Yes 
Council Comments: None 
Public Comments:   None 
Mayor Matthies opened the floor to the public. Seeing no hands from the public, Mayor Matthies closed this portion 
of the meeting. 

b. Introduction & First Reading:
ORDINANCE NO. 1916: AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF SEASIDE PARK, COUNTY OF
OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING CHAPTER 200 ENTITLED “DEVELOPMENT
REGULATIONS” OF THE BOROUGH CODE
MOTION:       Introduce Ordinance 1914
MADE BY:      Council Member DeMichele
SECOND:        Council Member McHugh
Ms. Coleman    No,     Dr. McHugh   Yes,  Ms. Liguori Yes,     Mr. Amabile   Yes,
Mr. DeMichele Yes,  Mr. Kraft       Yes.  CARRIES:  Yes
Council Comments: Council Member DeMichele stated they just received a notice from RVE recommending and
explaining where this ordinance came from.  It was explained by RVE in the recent notice provided.

AUTHORIZATION: USE OF FACILITIES 
a. South Jersey Kite Flyers & Bake Off: 11/03/19, 12:00 pm- 5:00 pm
b. Seaside Park PTA Halloween Parade: 10/27/19, 12:00 pm-2:00 pm

MOTION: To add 5k Half Moon Marathon request for Wendy’s to provide free lemonade refreshments to the                 
runners with the submission of an appropriate Certificate Of Insurance before  the event.  
MADE BY: Council Member DeMichele 
SECOND: Council Member Coleman 
All in Favor: Yes 
Opposed: None 
CARRIES: Yes 

MOTION:  Approve the Use of Facilities (a.) - (c.) 
MADE BY:  Council Member  DeMichele 
SECOND:  Council Member  Coleman 
Ms. Coleman    Yes, Dr. McHugh Yes,   Ms. Liguori Yes,  Mr. Amabile   Yes, 
Mr. DeMichele  Yes, Mr. Kraft      Yes.  CARRIES:   Yes 
Council Comments: 
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Council consent that submission of an appropriate Certificate Of Insurance before the event be required. 

Application Conditions:  
(c) Conditional approved upon submitting an appropriate Certificate Of Insurance before the event.

PAYMENT OF CLAIMS 
2019-217 Payment of Claims as presented to Mayor & Council for the period of September 27th - October 10,                     
2019 
MOTION:  Approve Resolution (2019-217) 
MADE BY: Council Member Kraft 
SECOND: Council Member Coleman 
Ms. Coleman   Yes,  Dr. McHugh  Yes,   Ms. Liguori   Yes,  Mr. Amabile   Yes,
Mr. DeMichele Yes,  Mr. Kraft      Yes.  CARRIES:     Yes 

Council Questions & Comments: 
The issue of the Bill List not being signed was raised.  Attorney Zabarsky indicated he checked with the Borough 
Auditor.  The funds are already certified and the Finance Clerk can sign the Bill List.  

RESOLUTIONS  
2019-218   Resolution Authorizing The Deputy Municipal Clerk To Advertise Request For Proposals For 
Professional Positions For The Year 2020 
MOTION: Approve Authorization for Resolutions 2019-218 
MADE BY: Council Member DeMichele 
SECOND: Council Member Amabile 
Ms. Coleman   Yes,  Dr. McHugh  Yes,   Ms. Liguori  Yes,  Mr. Amabile Yes, 
Mr. DeMichele Yes, Mr. Kraft       Yes.   CARRIES:   Yes 

Mayor Matthies opened the floor to the public. 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
June Korzeneski, 114 H Street:  Asked if any member of Council or Borough employees plan to attend the 
Barnegat Bay seminar scheduled on October 23-25th.  

Nancy Koury, 33 Sixth Avenue: Reported that she submitted an OPRA request for the Labor Council contract 
for Cleary & Giacobbe which expired in 2018.  She stated that Attorney Zabarsky informed he sent it over 
to the Borough and does not know why it is not on this evening's agenda. She reminded at the last 
meeting $3,000.00 in payments made to the firm.  

Seeing no hands from the public, Mayor Matthies closed this portion of the meeting. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: None  

MOTION TO ADJOURN 
MADE BY: Council Member Amabile 
SECOND: Council Member DeMichele 
APPROVED: All in Favor 
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CARRIES: Yes

Meeting Adjourned 8:38pm 
Respectfully Submitted,  

_______________________ 
Sandra F. Martin RMC,CMR 
Deputy Municipal Clerk 

APPROVED JANUARY 9, 2020. 




